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SUpply Closet 2025 Year-End Newsletter

Our mission is to serve children in the Tri-County area in meeting their educational and creative needs by providing free
supplies donated by businesses and individuals.

2025 Gratefulness and Joy! More News

Teachers’ Supply Closet (TSC) embraces this season of thanksgiving and joy as

we complete another year of serving the local community providing free school TSC Ribbon Cutting

supplies for Tri-County Title 1 Schools! Thank you — Charleston County
School District and City of North

Since serving the initial six Charleston County Title 1 Schools in 2008, the need enoee Isé;]car?:stor: yormor

for essential school supplies remains and has increased as we expanded and
currently serve seventy-one Title 1 Schools in Berkeley, Charleston and TSC Board of Directors

Dorchester Counties. Meet Newest Directors

TSC is grateful to those who have supported and witnessed our evolution to the

organization we are today, still providing educational essentials for K-12 Tri-County Teacher
students. Great things are happening, and with continued collaboration from Rochelle Whitney Green
our Tri-County, state and global communities, we will expand serving these -
educational essentials to our teachers and students. TSC applauds you for TSC Volunteers
your interest, support and dedication. We welcome you to celebrate all the Allan and Mary Oliver
accomplishments of this past year and invite you to remain engaged with -
Teachers’ Supply Closet as we forge forward. Fall 2025 Impact

Kindest regards, 2025YTD

Mary Ar Waigft | Board Chair

Celebrating Our Founders

On February 13, 2025, we celebrated with
Teachers’ Supply Closet’s founding
members. The Founders Day event
recognized 10 celebrants for their
dedicated roles in the foundational
establishment of TSC. Thiswas a
celebration that signified fifteen years of
service since its inception. Founders
recognized were Mikey Baskt, Amy Buckley,
Connie Banegas Burns, Dorothy G.
Harrison, Carolyn Hunter Heyward, Ethel
Lathen Rutledge, Priscilla McLeod Robinson, Terry Seabrook, Janet Seagal and Yvonne Tolley Orr.

Founders (left to right): Heyward, Buckley, Robinson, Baskt, Orr and Harrison.

The first TSC Board Chair, Dorothy G. Harrison recalled her fondest and proudest memory, which was the Opening
the Door Breakfast held in 2007. “It was a huge success! The months of meeting (power points sharing our
dream/vision) with the area mayors, community organizations, foundations, and schools yielded great results.
They all attended the breakfast and gave us their support and approval. Attendees made donations and multi-
year financial pledges to support TSC’s mission and vision, which remains. The successful breakfast allowed us
to open the doors later in the year, creating my second most unforgettable memory, the ribbon cutting ceremony
to open TSC doors and live into our newly created mission and vision.”
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New Location and Ribbon Cutting

Left to right: Yvonne Tolley Orr, Lynette Duggins, Mayor Burgess, Mary Ann Wright, Shakeima Chatman and Dolores Green.

TSC has a new home at 8903 Deerwood Drive in North Charleston, South
Carolina. We were formerly housed by Charleston County School District at
Garrett School of Technology (now Morningside Middle School). TSC is
grateful to CCSD for their partnership at the former location and assisting
TSC'’s relocation to the current facility. TSC received a major commitment of
partnership through the leadership of City of North Charleston Mayor
Reginald L. “Reggie” Burgess. Mayor Burgess and some of his staff toured
TSC’s former facility and observed its operations. They learned about the
vitality of TSC’s mission. During the December 2024 council meeting, TSC
was approved to be housed in a vacant fire station, now our new facility. To
ensure teachers had adequate supplies during the transition that began in
December 2024, TSC provided an additional shopping day in November 2024
before suspending the Spring 2025 shopping season. Throughout the
transition, TSC’s operational volunteers remained resilient and enthusiastic,
setting up the new facility.

Volunteers (left to right): Amanda Aldridge, Charlie & Connie Strickland,
Rebecca Richardson, Dedra Davis and Dolores Green.

Mrs. Yvonne Tolley Orr

“TSC was a very close organization as a family that worked as a team of volunteers;
we worked together as we were truly supported by making TSC flourish for teachers
and students in our area.” Founder Yvonne Tolley Orr’s TSC Memories

Welcome TSC’s Newest
Board Members

Stephanie Skinner
Charleston County School District
District Project Specialist, Human Resources

Lauryce Graves-Mclver
Retired - Memphis (TN) Public Libraries
The Links, Inc. Representative

Austen Williams
The Medi, Inc., Executive Director
Jack & Jill of America, Inc. Representative

Ileana Fiegel
Retired — Dominion Energy

Connect with TSC

www.TeachersSupplyCloset.org
www.facebook.com/TeachersSupplyCloset
www.instagram.com/teacherssupplycloset
twitter.com/teacherclosetsc
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Meet Charleston County School District Teacher
Rockelle Whitmey Green

One of the rewards of serving with TSC is face-to-face
interaction with teachers who serve our students, thus serving
our community. This edition’s spotlight is on Rochelle Whitney
Green, a sixth grade Social Studies teacher at Morningside
Middle School in North Charleston, SC. She’s also currently a
nominee for Teacher of the Year at her school. Greenisa TSC
shopper and a friend of TSC as she shared her personal vocal
talent as the entertainment for TSC’s Founders Day Celebration
and rendered a phenomenal performance for the event. —_

In her spare time, Green is a professional performer. In September, Rochelle performed for the opening
reception of the MOJA Arts Festival in Charleston, SC; she was also the 2022 recipient of the MOJA Tribute
Award in the Arts. She is a versatile jazz and Bossa Nova vocalist, also recognized as Charleston’s “Queen of
Bossa Nova” - singing in the Brazilian Portuguese language. She performs at Taste of the Islands restaurant in
West Ashley for the Sunday Brunch every Sunday from 12 noon — 3:00 pm. Besides teaching and performing,
Rochelle loves creativity with her hands and still finds time to enjoy beading and crocheting; she’s also taking
lessons and learning to play bongo and conga drums.

One of the things Green likes best about her students is their humor and sharing the gift of laughter - “they keep
me laughing and they are fun to be around!” She is amazed how TSC provided an encyclopedia of history books,
reams of pink paper (a simple, yet effective differentiation from white paper), notebooks and other supplies -
some see this as basic; however, she sees them as all essential necessities for her students and is proud to
share that every supply received has been consumed. She’s especially touched when she mentions receiving
the warm blankets from TSC - “they nurture the students when they need their quiet time.” Mrs. Green is a
Charleston native who has been an educator since 2007. She is married to Wayne Green and is the mother of
two sons in college.

Rochelle Whitney Green - thanks for all you do to make a positive impact with our students!

Teachers’ Supply Closet Fall 2025 Shopping Impact
September 1 - November 17, 2025

Berkeley County Charleston County Dorchester District 2 Dorchester District 4 Shopping Totals
10 Schools Served 32 Schools Served 5 Schools Served 4 Schools Served Fall 2025
# Shops Value # Shops Value # Shops Value # Shops Value # Shops Value
68 $15,163.75 332 $76,014.30 37 $8,322.95 28 $7,063.70 465 $106,564.70

*Shops represent individual teacher shopping visits.

“l really enjoyed the excitement of the teachers on shopping days. They could not believe everything was free.”
Founder Amy Buckley’s TSC Fondest Memory

Volunteers Make an Impact

Epsilon Rho Chapter of Beta Sigma TSC Board of Director Lauryce SCRA volunteers left to right: Kelsie Davis,  Dominique Milton (left), former TSC
Phi volunteer Leah Crosby (left) Graves-Mclver. Meghan Corsello, Adrianne Grimes, Board Chair and current Board Chair
assisting a teacher. Teresa Hinson, Kella Player Hanna. Mary Ann Wright.
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Meet TSC Volunteers Allan and Mary Oliver

Volunteers are vital to TSC operations, and they are either regular or
seasonalvolunteers. Our operational volunteers (retirees who
commit their heart and soul to TSC operations) serve regularly on
most Mondays and Wednesdays throughout the year. Most of them
have navigated through three TSC relocations and set-ups,
consistently making and creating the best operational experience for
TSC facilities.

The longest serving among these volunteers are Allan and Mary Oliver
who have served since 2008, TSC’s beginning. Allan and Mary are
lifetime servants to our country and local community. They are
natives of New York State and Freehold, New Jersey, and met
between their junior and senior years of high schoolwhen Allan’s
family moved to Freehold, New Jersey and attended the same church
as Mary’s family. Sixty-two years later, and the rest is history! Allan
served 22 years in the US Navy, which brought them to the
Lowcountry. He also served 50 years as a Boy Scout Leader and volunteered at Charlestowne Landing
(Charleston County Parks and Recreation). Mary volunteered at a local non-profit organization for 40 years
before it closed. She learned about TSC when there was an advertisement in the newspaper seeking
volunteers.

Allan and Mary Oliver

Mary recalls that TSC started with a few tables and no shelves, she is amazed to see how the operations have
developed from their humble beginnings. During their tenure with TSC, they’ve seen the organization evolve
from its first year serving 95 teachers in six schools to its current 2025 shopping season serving 465 teachers
from 71 schools in the Tri-County area. The community was very generous with donations during that time.
Mary stated, “we have enjoyed watching TSC grow — and that’s very rewarding!” Allan and Mary have been
among the leading hearts of TSC’s operations, however, in their humility, they acknowledge how Melissa Cox,
TSC’s Operations Manager, is a blessing and keeps it all together for the volunteers.

Allan and Mary dedicate their time throughout the year to TSC and still enjoy their favorite hobbies of
woodworking for Allan, sewing and crafts for Mary. They have been actively engaged with their church,
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian, since 1965, and value quality time with their two sons and four grandchildren.

Special gratefulness to Allan and Mary Oliver, TSC volunteers and those who were instrumental
through in-kind services during TSC’s relocation this year!
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2025 Teachers’ Supply Closet Board of Directors
Mary Ann Wright, Board Chair | Courtney Johnson, Vice Chair | Theodore Nelson, Treasurer
Secretary, Vacant | Shakeima Chatman | lleana Fiegel | Teresa Hinson
Lauryce Graves-Mclver |Stephanie Skinner | Austen Williams | Marietta Ascue Worthy
Lynette V. Duggins, Executive Director
Thank you for helping us make a difference in the lives of Tri-County teachers and students.

Teachers’ Supply Closet is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization - free store for teachers in Title 1
Schools of Charleston, Berkeley, and Dorchester counties of South Carolina.

Donate and Volunteer Opportunities
Online @ www.TeachersSupplyCloset.org
or
Mailing Address:
TSC Operational Volunteers 8903 Deerwood Drive | North Charleston, SC 29406
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Our vision is for every child in qualified Title | Tri-County schools to have the school supplies they need to succeed in school.


http://www.teacherssupplycloset.org/

